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PEC/iN SHELLING LEARKEJIS TEARING, DECEJ.IBER 19, IN SAN ANTONIO 

A hear ing on p e t i t i o n s of employers and anployees in t h e pecan s h e l l 

ing i n d u s t r y in Texas for an exemption f o r l e a r n e r s under the Fai r Labor 

Standards Act has been s e t for 10 A.II . , Monday, December 19, by Adminis t ra tor 

Elmer F. Andrews of the ITage ar.d Hour Di-vision of t h e U, S, Department of 

Labor, i t v/as announced today . The hear ing vriiich has a r i s e n out of a p r o 

posed semi-mechanizat ion of c e r t a i n formerly hond-operated p l a n t s w i t h i n 

the i n d u s t r y , -will bo held in Bexar County Courthouse, San Antonio, Texas, 

i n t h e h e a r t of t h e a rea a f f e c t e d , and Ilerle D, Vincent , Chieif of t h e Hear

ings and Exemptions Sec t ion of the D iv i s ion , w i l l p r e s i d e . 

Employees i n t h i s v/ork p r i o r t o October 24, 1938, had been r e c e i v i n g 

as low as 5 cents an hour . Employers in t h e San Antonio a rea p r o t e s t e d t h a t 

they could not pay more under the old hand s h e l l i n g system. Earnings were 

from $2,50 t o $5,00 per week, so low anrl i r r e g u l a r t h a t they were not con-

, s i de red a bar to r e l i e f . The United Canner;'-, A g r i c u l t u r a l , Packing and 

A l l i e d ¥/orkers of America, C . I .O, a f f i l i a t e , which has a c o n t r a c t w i th J , ' •' 

Seligmann, managing par tne r of the- Southern Pecan S h e l l i n g Company, supported 

h i s a p p l i c a t i o n fo r an exemption under Sect ion 14 of the Act for a l ea rn ing 

per iod during which workers might f a m i l i a r i z e themselves wi th the machine • 

methods to bo used i n t h e work. 

The use of machines and a moving-belt process for the c l e a n i n g , p i c k i n g , 

s h e l l i n g , grading and packing of t h e pecans w i l l make i t p o s s i b l e , Mr, Seligman 

s t a t e d , to pay the minimum of 2 5 / per hour . 
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The Company offers to pay 15 cents an hour for a lesirning period of 

three months-. The union, through Donald Henderson, i t s general president, 

asked that the Administrator fix the beginner ra te and a sl iding wage scale 

upvra.rds after the f i r s t month, , 

Mr, Seligmann's pe t i t i on , which states that he i s acting not only in 

behalf of his o-wn comp.any but also for those other employers similarly 

s i tua ted , says that his firm ivill spend $100,000 for machinery to switch 

from the hand-picking process to a semi-mechanized method. The t r a n s i t i o n 

is expected to be completed within a year . About 5,000 to' 7,000 persons, 

mostly l iving in the v ic in i ty of San Antonio, have been reported unemployed 

because the employers claimed t t o y could not pay the 25-cent-an-hour minimum, 

Ilr, Seligmannstated that his firm would employ between 2,500 and 3,000 

workers at at l eas t the minimum rate after he has introduced the new method 

of processing the pecans, ' . -. 

-. The Company had, at f i r s t , sought a complete exem^ption from the Act 

by protest ing t h a t i t was engaged in an agr icul tural process and Mr. Seligmann, 

in his present pe t i t i on , does not v/aive t h i s point . The union, hov/ever, s t i l l 

contends that the minimum wage and maximum hour regulations of the lav/ apply 

and must be complied with as soon as poss ib le . 

In dealing vath the s i tua t ion confronting employers in the Texas pecan 

shel l ing industry, Mr, Seligmann pointed out tha t the v.-orkers available in 

that area are not experienced in t h e use of the machine method. The fact 

t ha t there i s no space between the nut meat and the shell in the Texas seed

l ing pecan has prevented the ea r l i e r introduction of machines for shel l ing 

and cleaning the nut meats there , he s t a t e d , and t h i s makes necessary the 

t ra in ing of beginners. The in s t a l l a t i on of the nev/ machinery -will be com

pleted in one year, Mr, Seligmann stated, and he asks for a ruling permitting 
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him to continue to apply for learners exanptions during that time as additional 

•workers are trained in the use of the new machines, 

Everett L, Looney, Chairman of the Texas Industrial Commission, spent 

several days in Washington last week conferring with Wage and Hour Division 

and other Govemment officials on the problem of the pecan shellers* 
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